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Dear Travelers,

It is my absolute pleasure and honor to present to you our opulent itinerary to 
Egypt where you will earn the title of one of the first visitors to the Grand 
Egyptian Museum.

Nowadays, sophisticated travelers like you have come to realize that "Slow 
Travel is the New Luxury" which is why they are inclined to travel further and stay 
longer.

It's for that reason that we have curated a Luxury Private meaningful journey to 
Cairo. With only six departures, each of which is only available for five couples, 
traveling with us is truly an intimate experience.

My family's personal experience with Egypt extends way back to 1946 and we 
have retained that connection ever since. To state that we "know" Egypt would 
be an understatement. Our highly respected Egyptian partner, Emeco Travel 
Egypt started operations back in 1976 and has strong ties with the Egyptian 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities which permits us to open doors for our 
distinguished travelers that others have no access to.

You're invited to join one of our Grand Egyptian Museum USA intimate group 
journeys to Cairo after which you can return home or extend your journey to 
other magnificent parts of the country. But you must act swiftly due to the very 
limited space we have reserved. If in the unlikely event you are not able to join 
one of our set departures, we'll gladly mirror the itinerary for you with suitable 
dates.

We look forward to welcoming you on board and in advance, my team and I 
assure you of our very best and most personal attention at all times.

With warm wishes,

Kenneth R. Vasquez
Director
Grand Egyptian Museum USA   

WELCOME



This photograph is of our Director, Kenneth R. Vásquez Laya's family's 
first encounter with Egypt. It was shot in the Fall of 1946. Whilst much 
time has passed since then, the passion for Egypt and the connection 
has stood the test of time and remains loyal and strong.  



Perfectly positioned on the cusp between the ancient and the modern 
world, the Grand Egyptian Museum has victoriously built a bridge that 
connects the past, the present, and the future.

This opulent structure, years in the making, serves as a repository for 
ancient Egyptian artifacts while at the same time, creating a thrilling 
interactive 21st Century experience for every visitor.

Boasting sweeping views of the timeless wonders on the Giza Plateau, 
GEM holds in trust for all mankind a statement of the 7,000-year 
period of ancient Egyptian history in perfect chronological order.

Paying homage to eternal ancient Egyptian monuments, treasures, 
and history, GEM houses over 100,000 artifacts, the largest collection 
having belonged to the famous King Tutankhamun, whose tomb was 
discovered on November 04th, 1922 by the British archaeologist 
Howard Carter. 

A mere mile and a quarter from the legendary pyramids on the Giza 
Plateau, GEM is nestled between the ancient world and the modern 
city of Cairo at the junction between the dry desert and the fertile 
floodplain, making it indeed a 'portal to the past.'

Now, as we approach the official opening, the Grand Egyptian 
Museum will unquestionably escalate Egypt to become the global hub 
of pharaonic history and a must-visit destination not only for 
Egyptologists but for travelers with an interest in the ancient world.

At GEM, you'll grasp the immense diversity of Egypt's proud heritage of 
monuments and art, all shown in one location that aims to maintain 
and preserve this legacy for generations.

Introduction



DAY 1                   ARRIVE CAIRO

DAY 2                   SAKKARA, MEMPHIS & DASHUR (B/L)

DAY 3                   THE GIZA PLATEAU (B/L/D)

DAY 4                   THE GRAND EGYPTIAN MUSEUM (B/L)

DAY 5                   MANIAL PALACE, COPTIC CAIRO & NMEC (B/L)

DAY 6                   ABDEEN PALACE, ISLAMIC CAIRO & KHAN EL-KHALILI (B/L/D) 

DAY 7                   DEPART CAIRO OR EXTEND YOUR JOURNEY (B)

Itinerary At A Glance



Airport procedures are so complicated to navigate these days that
our teams both here in New York City and in Cairo have prepared an
'Exclusive VIP Meet & Greet Service' for our travelers.

By special arrangement, all Grand Egyptian Museum USA travelers are
met at the jet bridge the instant they step foot into the airport terminal,
and are escorted to the VIP Lounge to relax and freshen up after their
flight.

There, a representative of the Cairo Airport Company collects their
passports and luggage tags and proceeds to take care of the
mandatory arrival procedures which include the processing of a
visitor's visa and collection of luggage from the carousel before
handing them to the care of our local English-speaking Field
Coordinator.

A smooth escorted transition through Immigration and Customs
follows before boarding a luxury air-conditioned private vehicle
stocked with cool refreshing towels, iced beverages, and tasty snacks
to nibble during the transfer to your luxury hotel in Cairo. You're
assisted with all check-in procedures and escorted to your Superior
Nile River View room which you call home for the next six nights.

No matter where you have arrived from, you'll have crossed several
time zones and will want an early night which is why we have planned
no activities for today.

Simply settle into your new surroundings at your own pace comforted
by the knowledge that your Tour Manager and our entire Cairo staff
are available to assist you with anything you may require. 

Welcome to Cairo - مرحبا بكم في القاهرة

DAY 1 - ARRIVE CAIRO



Flanked by the zoological gardens and the western bank of the Nile, 
this Four Seasons address in Giza’s prestigious First Place complex puts 
you in the center of it all. 

Catch a glimpse of the river or the Great Pyramids from your room as 
you head out to explore the ancient wonders, or spend the day by the 
pool, indulging in an aromatic massage once reserved for Egyptian 
royalty. 

Or opt for shopping in the high-end boutiques at the First Mall or 
experience the best of gastronomy aboard our newly opened First Nile 
Boat, offering panoramic Nile views and brilliant international cuisine.

From the lavish, soothing interiors featuring soft beige and off-white 
French-style furnishings, complemented by captivating views of 
Cairo’s botanical gardens, you can even see the pyramids on a clear 
day while beautiful—and heavy—draperies help provide a good night’s 
sleep when you need it most.

 

Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at The First Residence



After a hearty fully-catered breakfast you meet your local English- 
speaking Egyptologist for the drive out west on today's private tour to 
Sakkara, Memphis, and Dashur.

At the ancient burial site of Sakkara, you'll discover the recently 
renovated and now open to the public oldest complete stone building 
complex known in history; the Step Pyramid of Djoser.

Also at the necropolis, you'll visit the subterranean Serapeum of 
Saqqara, a burial place of sacred Apis bulls, and the 4,000-year-old
Tomb of Mehu which was discovered in 1940 but only recently opened 
to visitors. It is one of the most beautiful tombs in the necropolis.

Additionally, special arrangements have been made for our guests to 
visit the Tomb of Nefer, the Supervisor of Artisans during the 5th 
Dynasty.

You'll enjoy a local Egyptian lunch at a restaurant of excellent repute 
before continuing onward to the ancient capital of Memphis to see the 
Mit Rahina open-air museum with its display of ancient statues and 
the Alabaster Sphinx of Memphis. Also on display is a magnificent 33- 
foot limestone statue of the reclining Ramses II who reigned from 1279 
to 1213 BC.

Then you'll head further south to the royal necropolis of Dashur to visit 
the recently reopened Red Pyramid, the largest of the three major 
pyramids, also referred to as the North Pyramid.

Finally, a visit to the nearby Bent Pyramid before returning to your 
luxury hotel in Cairo for a restful and reflective overnight. You're able to 
explore the interior of both of these pyramids if you'd like.

DAY 2 - SAKKARA, MEMPHIS & DASHUR



Attempting to see any more than these sites today would be overkill.

You'll be exhausted, and let's not forget the sight of the fact that apart 
from this journey being a great exploration, it is also your vacation, and 
in our 'new world of travel', "Slow Travel is the New Luxury."

Finally, to appropriately set your expectations, it is worth being aware 
that the major monuments are closed to the public by sunset, and in 
the last quarter of the year, the sun sets around 5:30 to 6 pm local 
time. 

As your private tour comes to an end, at your request, we can pass by 
an off-the-beaten-tourist-path souvenir store where the salespeople 
are unhurried and not pressurizing in any way at all. 

That's entirely up to you.

Whatever your unanimous choice, rest relatively early tonight because 
tomorrow is an early start and a moment in time that you will not 
easily forget!



In a private garden, not unlike what one would imagine the Garden of 
Eden to resemble with a panoramic view of the Giza Plateau, you'll 
enjoy a hearty al fresco fully-catered breakfast by the master chefs of 
the Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at The First Residence.

Then, a stroll to where few others have stood before you – between 
the paws of the Great Sphinx on the Giza Plateau.

Due to our very close alliance with EGYPT Tourism USA, we are one of 
the very few organizations whose VIP travelers get to enter the 
restricted Sphinx enclosure for a personal presentation by the Curator 
of the Giza Plateau. 

Looking at the Sphinx from regular viewpoints is spectacular.
Looking up at it from between the paws is breathtaking.

Walking around it will become a memory that will last a lifetime.

The Great Pyramid of Giza (AKA Pyramid of Khufu or Cheops) is the 
oldest and largest of the three pyramids in the Giza pyramid complex. 
It is the oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and the 
only one to remain largely intact.

If the Great Pyramid is open to visitors during your visit, you're 
permitted to enter and make your way to the chambers below. 

Do It! It is unquestionably a once-in-a-lifetime experience that we 
encourage you to embrace.

You're free to roam and get up close and personal with the pyramids 
of Khafre and Menkaure before continuing to the 'panorama 
viewpoint' for the renowned view of all three pyramids rising from the 
desert floor. 

DAY 3 - THE GIZA PLATEAU



There, you'll enjoy a short camel ride or, at the very least, get on to one 
for a photo op. It's oh so kitsch but oh such fun - and you know you'll 
look back in years to come when you revisit your photos and smile. 
After all - we're all about creating 'experiences'.

As the sun god Ra travels higher into the sky and the temperature 
starts rising, adjacent to the plateau lies the Marriott Mena House, 
world famous for its magnificent view of the pyramids. And it's there 
where lunch will be served today at the '139 Pavilion – Buffet', in the 
shadow of the pyramids.

Think you've been wowed enough today? 
Just wait.

The best is yet to come!

After lunch, you're returned to your hotel where a luxuriating Pharaonic 
Spa Treatment has been reserved to refresh, revitalize and invigorate 
you for this evening's private Gala Dinner on the pool deck at the Four 
Seasons Hotel Cairo at The First Residence.

Joining us this evening, is Dr. Tarek Tawfik, Associate Prof. of 
Egyptology at Cairo University, and former Director General of the 
Grand Egyptian Museum Project. A charming man and our long-time 
friend, Dr. Tawfik, will discuss the intricacies of the Grand Egyptian 
Museum to set your expectations for tomorrow's visit to the museum.

Apart from a fine dining experience, this is a private event that few 
others will ever have the privilege of enjoying.





You'll take breakfast early this morning before being accompanied by 
a highly qualified local English-speaking Egyptologist for your return to 
the Giza Plateau.

Today's full-day private tour takes you to the Grand Egyptian Museum.

Eagerly awaited and highly anticipated, the Grand Egyptian Museum 
promises to offer more than anyone could possibly imagine.

Following last evening's informative briefing by Dr. Tarek Tawfik, you'll 
quickly become accustomed to the 'lay of the land' so to speak.

You're accompanied by a highly qualified Egyptologist who will guide 
you through the grand galleries and exhibits, paying particular 
attention to the 'Treasures of King Tutankhamun' many of which are 
being seen by the public for the first time since their discovery in 
November 1922.

You'll enjoy lunch at one of the onsite establishments before wandering 
off on your own to view artifacts from dynasties that are of particular
interest to you.

Later, when you've all had your fill of the spectacle that is the Grand 
Egyptian Museum, you return to your hotel for a very well-deserved 
evening at leisure.

Bathe in the knowledge that with us, you were one of the very first 
visitors to the Grand Egyptian Museum. It will surely become one of 
those thrilling stories that travelers of distinction like yourself will 
delightfully talk about for many a year to come.

DAY 4 - THE GRAND EGYPTIAN MUSEUM







Bearing in mind that this is a vacation, you'll appreciate the fact that 
today's activities will start a little later.

After a hearty fully catered breakfast you meet your local English- 
speaking Egyptologist for the drive toward Old Cairo where you set off 
on a private tour of the Museum of Prince Muhammad Ali’s Palace in 
Manial, one of the most beautiful and important historical museums in 
Egypt. This museum exhibits an important period in the history of 
modern Egypt and is characterized by its architectural design. Its 
modern Islamic style not only merges with Persian and Mamluk 
elements but it was also inspired by Syrian, Moroccan, and Andalusian 
motifs, as well as Ottoman style. The building thus harmonizes with 
several Islamic architectural traditions.

Next, you view the historical treasures of the Coptic Christian 
community of Cairo in the captivating neighborhood of Old Cairo.

There, you'll visit several icon-adorned churches including the Hanging 
Church dedicated to Saint Virgin Mary, and Saints Sergius and 
Bacchus Church where it is believed the holy family sought refuge, 
and several other important sites. In this treasure trove of ancient 
artifacts that tell the story of one of the world's oldest Christian 
communities, you'll visit the Ben Ezra Synagogue which, according to 
folklore, is located on the site where baby Moses was found. 

Lunch today is at a local restaurant of fine repute where you'll enjoy 
both western and Egyptian cuisine.

DAY 5 - MANIAL PALACE, COPTIC CAIRO & NMEC



After lunch, you visit the exquisite and brand-new NMEC - the National 
Museum of Egyptian Civilization. Here, the exhibits highlight the most 
important achievements through different eras starting from 
prehistoric times, through the Pharaonic and Greco-Roman periods, 
Coptic and Islamic eras, and concluding with modern-day Egypt.

It is here where you will come face-to-face with the Royal Mummies 
which is a breathtaking experience. But if that weren't enough, our 
alliance with Egypt over the years affords us the opportunity to take 
our guests on a 'backstage' tour into the Conservation Center to view 
the ongoing conservation restorations taking place. 

'Backstage', you'll enjoy a private tour by an active conservator. 

Whether you like to think so or not, by now, you do need a break and 
so we drive to the east bank of the Nile River to board a traditional 
sailing vessel known as a felucca and sail back to the hotel enjoying 
Egyptian mezze and light beverages en route as the sun sets in the 
west, behind the pyramids.



Once again, today's activities start a little later but linger into the night.

After a hearty fully catered breakfast you meet your local English- 
speaking Egyptologist for the drive toward Islamic Cairo. 

You'll start at the newly refurbished Tahrir Square in all its modern glory 
basting an obelisk as a centerpiece, and the façade of the original 
Museum of Egyptian Antiquities, the oldest archaeological museum in 
the Middle East as you head toward the recently refurbished Abdeen 
Palace.

Historic Abdeen Palace was built as one of the official residences of 
the former ruling monarchy and the royal family of Egypt. It is now one 
of the official residences and the principal workplace of the President 
of Egypt. Not open to the public, we have made special arrangements 
for a private two-hour tour for our guests. Not unlike the Palace of 
Versailles on the outskirts of Paris, this excursion is sure to delight you.

After a break for lunch at a local traditional restaurant, the journey 
continues toward the Citadel, a medieval fort within which walls you 
visit the Mosque of Muhammed Ali and learn more about this 
magnificent alabaster masterpiece. From this elevation in the city, 
you'll enjoy one of the most spellbinding panoramic views of Cairo.

Later, towards evening, as you enter the Fatimid City Gate into the 
walled city and stroll along the length of El Moez Street, you feel the 
city come alive. 

It's here where you discover the true essence of the Islamic civilization.

This is one of the most amazing streets in all of Cairo; a true 
representation of a past Cairo when merchants haggled their wares to 
an enthusiastic crowd of shoppers.  

DAY 6 - ABDEEN PALACE, ISLAMIC CAIRO & KHAN EL-KHALILI



Between the Al-Hussain Mosque, the Mosque of Fatima Mother of the 
Boy, and the Mosque of Sultan Al-Ashraf Barsbay, you come face-to- 
face with the rowdy Khan el-Khalili bazaar. 

It's a feast for the senses. 

Around every corner, you'll find another surprise. Another kaleidoscope 
of color. Wafting on scents of spices and incense blended with the 
aroma of strongly brewed coffee, you'll find yourself intertwined with a 
dizzying array of merchandise to satisfy the shopper in all of us 
simultaneously vying for your attention. 

Tonight's Private Farewell Dinner is arranged at an exotic undisclosed 
location in Cairo overlooking the mighty Nile River and the illuminated 
city. 

Slated to be a magnificent grand finale to a perfect journey - Cairo by 
night from an elevated location is quite simply breathtaking! 



It is said that "All good things must come to an end."
 

We disagree.

Should it be that due to time restraints, you must end your journey 
today, we'll take care of transferring you to the airport for the 
departure of your onward or return flight(s) and assist you with 
check-in procedures and final farewells.

But don't decide that just yet.

You have traveled a far way to get to Egypt and to date, you have 
seen a great deal of the bustling ancient city of Cairo. 

Before you leave, consider extending your journey. 

Most sophisticated travelers like yourself generally extend their journey 
and visit Alexandria on the Mediterranean coast or the region known 
as Upper Egypt and the cities of Luxor and Aswan, perhaps even a 
luxurious Nile cruise.

Further south into Nubia is the massive and impressive Temples of 
Abu Simbel, an absolute must-see.

Like our partners EGYPT Tourism USA, we believe that where you travel 
is important. But it is how you travel that makes all the difference. Since 
we have set the standard in private custom-designed travel, we are 
widely recognized as an industry leader for our creativity, our values, 
and our pioneering approach to bespoke travel. 

We want your travel to be worry-free and fun, but most of all, to be 
inspirational. So let us create the perfect life-changing meaningful 
journey to Egypt for you.

DAY 7 - DEPART CAIRO



Exclusive VIP “Ahlan” Meet & Greet on arrival at Cairo International 
Airport - including the cost of the required Visitor's Visa.

All transfers in private luxury air-conditioned vehicles as shown in the 
detailed itinerary accompanied by a local English-speaking Field 
Coordinator and/or Egyptologist (when on tour). Vehicles are always 
stocked with refreshing towels, iced beverages, and tasty snacks to 
nibble on during transfers.

The onsite services of EGYPT Tourism USA's Director throughout the 7- 
Day/6-Night 'opulent experience'.

A 7-Day/6-Night stay in Superior Nile River View rooms with private 
en-suite bathroom facilities at the luxurious Five Star Four Seasons 
Hotel Cairo at the First Residence.

13-Meals as shown in the Itinerary At A Glance as Breakfast / Lunch / 
Dinner or B/L/D.

All Entrance Fees and Taxes (where applicable).

 

INCLUDED



Welcome cocktail on arrival at the Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at the 
First Residence with General Manager, Mr. Mahmoud Elkeiy.

Fully-catered breakfast in the Sphinx Garden followed by a 
presentation by the Curator of the Giza Plateau between the paws of 
the Sphinx.

A private visit with special permission to the Nefer Tomb in Sakkara.

A presentation and intimate private Gala Dinner with Dr. Tarek Tawfik, 
Associate Prof. of Egyptology at Cairo University, and former Director 
General of the Grand Egyptian Museum Project.

A Pharaonic style full-body luxuriating massage and spa treatment 
at the Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at the First Residence.

A private exclusive 'backstage' visit to the conservation laboratories at 
NMEC (The National Museum of Egyptian Civilization) accompanied 
by a senior conservator.

A 2-hour private visit to Abdeen Palace which was built as one of the 
official residences of the former ruling monarchy and the royal family 
of Egypt. It is now one of the official residences and the principal 
workplace of the President of Egypt.

Farewell cocktail and exclusive dinner with the President of Emeco 
Travel - Cairo, Mr. Karim ElMinabawy.

VIP "EXCLUSIVE" OPULENT HIGHLIGHTS



International Airline Transportation

We can help. Our airline of preference for our programs is Abu 
Dhabi-based Etihad Airways. We encourage you to consider using 
our preferred contracted fares before visiting their website directly.

Four Meals Not Shown in the Itinerary

Dinner - Day 1
Dinner - Day 2
Dinner - Day 4
Dinner - Day 5

Items of a Personal Nature

Telephone Calls
Laundry
Room Service
Beverages

Travel Insurance

No longer is Travel Insurance a mere recommendation, it has 
become a mandatory requirement to enter the Arab Republic of 
Egypt.

NOT INCLUDED



Our Egyptian Partner - Emeco Travel Egypt

Forty-seven-year-old Emeco Travel Egypt is fully bonded adding 
comfort for our travelers whilst in Egypt. They are active members of 
ATA, ASTA, Euromic, ICCA, MPI, Prestige, Radius, SITE, UFTA, Ovation, 
and APG, and of primary interest to North American travelers, USTOA. 

Our Expert Travel Planning Services

All of our arrangements are priced on a full-inclusive basis. We do 
not offer 'single components' like only airport transfers or daily 
sightseeing tours, and we never provide a 'price breakdown'. We take 
care of all arrangements and services from arrival until departure.

This is a decision not made lightly nor with greed and arrogance. 
Handling your arrangements from the moment you arrive in Cairo 
until we return you to the airport for your departure enables our Field 
Coordinators to know where you are every second of the day. 
Consider that as a heightened safety measure that we have put into 
place on your behalf. In the unlikely event of any untoward situation 
occurring, we can manage you swiftly which we are unable to do if 
we only handle bits and pieces of your journey.

Please bear in mind that your comfort, safety, and security are our 
primary importance at all times. 

SECURITY INFORTMATION



Departure #1 – September 17 – 23 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, September 17, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, September 23, 2023

Departure #2 – September 24 – 30 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, September 24, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, September 30, 2023

Departure #3 – October 01 – 07 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, October 01, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, October 07, 2023

Departure #4 – October 08 – 14 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, October 08, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, October 14, 2023

Departure #5 – October 15 – 21 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, October 15, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, October 21, 2023

Departure #6 – October 22 – 28 – Limited to 5 couples

Arrive CAIRO – Sunday, October 22, 2023
Depart CAIRO – Saturday, October 28, 2023

TRAVEL DATES AND PRICES



On the final day of each departure, you can choose to return home OR 
stay and enjoy any number of our wonderful extensions to other parts 
of Egypt. We’ll gladly advise and assist you with additional 
arrangements.

Per Person Sharing Accommodation - $5,995.00 + tax $295.00
Single Room Supplement - On Request

Solo travelers are most welcome to join us but will be charged the 
applicable supplement.

If these set departure dates do not suit you, we’d be more than happy 
to recreate this (or a similar) itinerary for you. The prices shown above 
are based on group rates. Your private arrangements will be priced on 
the number of travelers in your party.



Grand Egyptian Museum USA is owned and operated by Ferskov LLC.

Phone: 201-899-6899
E-mail: contact@grandegyptianmuseumusa.com 

www.grandegyptianmuseumusa.com 


